
Superman!

So Tristan and I went to see Superman in 3d last night. I was expecting the story to
be overwhelmed by the special effects but I was pleasantly surprised how much I
enjoyed it. I, like the author of this review in The New Yorker, appreciated the deeper
allegories and metaphors littering the story. Some were too much, the scene of Clark
Kent discussing who he is with a stained glass of Jesus in the background,
mentioning TWICE that he was 33 (year of Jesus’ supposed death). That, and some
other simmering religious allegory does, however, provide a clue to the utility of the
original storyline created in the early 1930s and why this movie works: the desire for
someone to save mankind from itself is desired in difficult times. Mired in what later
came to be know as the Great Depression, many longed for salvation. The German
people would elect Adolf Hitler as Roosevelt replaced Hoover. The novus homo was
strength incarnate. But this is (and was) a morality play: what limits does power put
to itself? I noted that young Superman was looking for those answers in Plato.
Perhaps more people should.

But someone really needs a steadi-cam for their birthday. Enough already with
overused shaky in-you-face camera work! It was quite distracting in the first part of
the movie but perhaps someone had a discussion with the Director of Photography
since it did get better, and less distracting. But boy did I love those space scenes
with the fast focus pull perfected in Caprica. Awesome graphics when they were not
over-used, which happens a couple of times, but is entirely forgivable!
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